
Shirley Schultz, Principal Planner, 747 Market St, Room 345, (253) 591-5121, shirley.schultz@cityoftacoma.orgStaff Contact:

Per SEPA, WAC 197-11-800 and TMC Chapter 13.12, the Environmental Official has reviewed this project and determined the project is exempt
from SEPA provisions.

Environmental 
Review:

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

4/15/2014Date of Notification:

4/4/2014Application Received:

4/4/2014Application Complete:

Land Use Application, Drawings, Narrative
Documents to Evaluate the Proposal:Joy Frazier for Bass Pro ShopsApplicant:

7905 S Hosmer, Parcels 0320297013 and 0320297014Location:

MLU2014-40000221223Application No:

Variances to the allowed number of wall signs and total square footage for wall signs. Also,
a variance to number of freestanding signs, distance between freestanding signs, height,
and size of a proposed freestanding sign.

Proposal:
None
Studies Requested:

Building permits
Other Required Permits:

TMC13.06.200 Commercial Districts, TMC13.06.520-522 Signs,
TMC13.06.645.B Variance Criteria, Comprehensive Plan

Applicable Regulations of the Tacoma Municipal Code:

A final decision on the proposal will be made following the comment 
period. A summary of the final decision will be sent to those parties 
who receive this notice. A complete copy of the final decision will be 
mailed  to  those  parties  who  request  a  copy  or  to  those  who  have  
commented  on  the  project.  Appeal  provisions  will  be  included  with  
both the summary and the complete copy of the final decision.

For  further  information  regarding  the  proposal,  log  onto  the  website  at  http://
tacomapermits.org and select "Message Board". The case file may be viewed in Planning 
and Development Services, 747 Market Street, Room 345.

To request this information in an alternative format or a reasonable accommodation, please call 253-591-5030 (voice).  TTY or STS users please dial 711 to 
connect to Washington Relay Services.

4/29/2014Comments Due:

City of Tacoma
Planning and Development Services Department
747 Market St, Room 345
Tacoma, WA 98402



NOTICE OF LAND USE APPLICATION

City of Tacoma
Planning and Development Services Department
747 Market St, Room 345
Tacoma, WA 98402



We are requesting multiple variances for the Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World.  These are an increase in 
quantity and overall square footage for building signage, and additional height and signage square 
footage for the freestanding Ranger Tower.   

BUILDING SIGNAGE 

We are requesting an increase in the number of signs as well as the overall square footage of signs on 
the building.  Signage is to be divided between two businesses housed in the same building, Bass Pro 
Shops and Uncle Bucks Fishbowl and Grill.  Elevations with sign placement and square footage 
calculations are attached. 

Our request for a variance for building signage is based on the following criteria: 

1. Our proposed signage indicates an exceptional effort to create visual harmony between the 
signs, structures, and other features of the property through the use of a consistent design 
theme.    The distinctive architectural design and finishes in conjunction with their unique 
signage give Bass Pro a recognizable image.  They are able to achieve this uniform look while 
tailoring each store to the region in which it is located.  Bass Pro is a large scale commercial 
project with a unique retail use.  It is considered a destination retailer that attracts tourists and 
out of town visitors.  Their customer base has a typical two and a half hour drive time to get to 
the store.  The distinct look of a Bass Pro store is a portion of what draws customers to it.  Since 
the store has numerous activity centers within it, the proposed signage depicts the numerous 
activity centers located in the building and the signage plan is a critical component and integral 
to the store concept.   

2. The physical characteristics of the center warrant the increase in number and size of signs on 
the building. The placement of the store in the Tacoma South Center limits visibility from the 
adjacent roadway and Interstate.  In addition to being set back on the property, there are 
businesses placed between the store and the roadway, further blocking the view of the building.     

RANGER TOWER  

We are requesting approval for a free standing sign, designed in the style of a historic ranger tower in 
Washington.  The proposed structure will be fabricated from logs with a ranger shelter on top.  The peak 
of the tower will measure 64’2-3/4” tall.   We would place two Bass Pro logos on opposite sides of the 
structure facing north and south, and located below the ranger shelter at a height of 51’2-1/4”h.  Each 
logo would measure 21’ wide x 13’8” tall (287 sf).   

The criteria used to base our Ranger Tower variance request are: 

1. The parcel shape, size and location of our project as it relates to the roads, including the 
interstate, result in poor visibility.  These factors are outside the control of Bass Pro Shops.  
The Bass Pro store is located at the back of the shopping center, limiting visibility of the 
building from the interstate.  Both the curvature of the road and topography between the 
roadway and the shopping center reduce the time a motorist has to view the building from 



the roadway.  Additionally, there are businesses located at the front of the shopping center, 
blocking the view of Bass Pro.  The small commercial development on the southeast corner 
of Hosmer and 80th Street blocks the view of motorists traveling northbound.   

2. The proposed structure does not exceed the minimum needed for relief from this hardship.  
The height of the structure and size of the signs are what we believe are needed to achieve 
visibility.  We have reduced the amount of signage we originally proposed based on initial 
discussions with the city. 

3. The grant of a variance is requested to allow a reasonable use of the property, by improving 
visibility to increase traffic flow to the location.  We consider the structure to be 
environmentally sensitive through the open framework design, and architecture that blends 
with the surroundings.   

4. The grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental or contrary to the 
Comprehensive Plan and will not adversely affect the character of the neighborhood or the 
rights of neighboring property owners.  The log structure is an open framework, making it an 
unobtrusive addition to the property. 

5. No detrimental effect to the public interest will be caused by allowing Bass Pro to erect the 
Ranger Tower. 

6. The proposed Ranger Tower is a unique design created to blend into the architecture and 
feel of Washington.  This structure is not a standardized corporate design, nor a cost saving 
measure. 
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Addendum #1 12-23-2013

03-11-2014

RANGER TOWER LANDSCAPE PLAN
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Addendum #2 3-11-2014
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