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Planning and Development Services  
 

 
Building Submittal Requirements 

for 
Marijuana Growing and Processing Facilities 

 
 
Adopted codes and referenced standards, including State of Washington and City of Tacoma 
amendments: 

2012 International Building Code (IBC) 
2012 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) 
ICC A117.1-2009 (ICC A117.1) 
2012 International Mechanical Code (IMC) 
2012 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) 
2012 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) 
2012 Washington State Energy Code (WSEC) 
ASCE 7-10 (ASCE) and other structural standards 

 
General 
 

1. Completely fill out application, including occupancy group, type of construction, and 
sprinklers. 
 

2. Provide an accurate valuation of work.  The valuation shall include all mechanical, plumbing, 
and electrical systems. 

 
3. Provide drawings as required per the following comments.  These drawings will include a site 

plan, floor plan, and applicable details, notes, equipment specifications, and other information 
as noted below.  The drawings should be on consecutively numbered sheets of the same size 
with all the plans and details to standard scales using standard drafting symbols and 
conventions.  The drawings must be in flattened PDF format. 
 

4. If the tenant improvement will be “phased” such as a future buildout of growing rooms, 
provide drawings that show the final layout with future phases indicated. 

 
5. Note that this list is not exhaustive and other drawings and information may be required 

based on existing conditions and project scope. 
 

Architectural 
 

6. A licensed architect is not required to design the tenant improvements.  However, it is 
recommended that a design professional with knowledge of commercial code requirements 
(as noted above) prepare the drawings. 
 

 



7. Provide a complete code analysis for the building on the drawings. Include occupancy 
groups, type of construction, proposed and allowable area, heights, and stories, and occupant 
load. 
a. Clarify what the last permitted use was and if this is a change of occupancy. 
b. Analysis must include entire building and occupancies within the building. 
c. If applicable, provide code analysis to show if upper floors are mezzanines or second 

floor per IBC 505. 
d. Calculate the allowable area of the building as either separated or non-separated 

occupancies per IBC 506. 
e. If this is a change of occupancy and the fire area exceeds 12,000 SF, a fire sprinkler 

system is required per IEBC 1012.2. 
f. If this is a change of occupancy to a higher hazard per IEBC Table 1007.1 (City of 

Tacoma amendment) and the area exceeds 10% of the total building area, a seismic 
analysis and possible upgrade of the building is required. 

g. If this is a change of occupancy to a higher hazard per IEBC Table 1012.6, upgrade of the 
exterior walls of building may be required. 

h. If this is a change of occupancy, remedial work to address accessibility per IEBC 
1012.8.2 may be required. 

 
8. Provide plumbing fixture count pursuant to IBC 2902.1 (Washington State amendment).  If 

the occupant load exceeds 15, separate restrooms for women and men are required pursuant 
to IBC 2092.2. 
 

9. If the occupant load exceeds 30, a drinking fountain is required pursuant to IBC 2902.5 
(Washington State amendment) based on occupant load.  If a standard height drinking 
fountain is required, an accessible drinking fountain is also required pursuant to IBC 1109.5. 

 
10. Provide a complete site plan: 

a. Show property lines, streets, alleys, sidewalks, and driveways.  Plan should have North 
arrow up or to the right. 

b. If the facility only occupies a portion of a larger building, clearly show on drawings. 
c. Show accessible parking, if applicable. 
d. Show accessible routes to the entrances. 
e. Show exit discharge to the public way or safe dispersal areas per IBC 1027.5. 

 
11. Show improvements to accessible route of travel to primary function areas up to 20% of 

valuation of work pursuant to IEBC705.2. 
 
12. Provide information for uses/operations in all rooms including all processing equipment, 

equipment in growing rooms, and amounts for any chemicals used or stored on the drawings. 
 
13. Provide an exiting plan: 

a. Calculate occupant load for all rooms.  Occupant load for growing rooms is 1/300.  
Occupant load for other spaces is typically 1/100.  All spaces are assumed to be occupied 
simultaneously. 

b. Show common path of travel and exit travel distance. 
c. Show exit separation of one-half (one-third, if sprinklers) the diagonal of the space where 

two exits are required. 
d. Dead end corridors may not exceed 50 feet pursuant to IBC 1018.4. 
e. Two exits are required from mezzanine or second floor unless exiting complies with IBC 

1021.2. 



 
14. Provide complete floor plans: 

a. Clearly delineate existing and new elements including walls, doors, etc. 
b. Provide information on exterior and demising walls for the tenant space. 
c. Provide dimensions on drawings to indicate room sizes, door sizes, etc. 
d. Show equipment, furniture, and plant layouts on the plans. 
e. Provide information for break rooms and locker rooms and show accessible elements. 
 

15. Provide architectural details as required: 
a. Provide details for existing and new wall, floor, and roof assemblies. 
b. If fire-resistance rated walls or ceilings are required, specify approved assemblies per 

IBC Sections 720 or 721, Gypsum Association Fire Resistance Design Manual, UL or 
other approved assembly. 

c. If applicable, provide details for stairs including all dimensions, guards, and handrails 
pursuant to IBC Section 1009, 1012, and 1013. 

 
16. Provide at least one section through the tenant space.  Provide dimensions and indicate wall, 

floor, and roof assemblies. 
 

17. Provide ceiling plan and ceiling details as required.  Suspended ceiling details must conform 
to ASCE7-10 Section 13.5.6.  See NWCB Technical Document 401 for additional 
information. 

 
18. Provide information for floor, wall, and ceiling finishes: 

a. Specify finishes for growing rooms.  Finishes must conform to flame spread requirements 
pursuant to IBC 803. 

b. Specify floor covering and integral base in restrooms pursuant to IBC 1210.1. 
c. Specify wall covering in restrooms pursuant to IBC 1210.2. 
 

19. Provide a door and hardware schedule: 
a. Provide complete information for all existing and new doors. 
b. Provide information for any fire-resistive doors. 
c. Provide complete door hardware information.  Provide specific information for any 

special hardware including delayed egress and alarmed doors. 
d. Panic hardware is not typical required for these facilities.  However, panic hardware may 

be required for the Electrical Room if the electrical equipment exceeds 1200 amps 
pursuant to IBC 1008.1.10.  If applicable, the door must swing in the direction of egress. 

e. Provide details for thresholds pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.4. 
f. Specify accessible door hardware pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.6. 
g. Specify closing speed for doors with closers pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.7. 
h. Specify door opening force pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.8 (Washington State 

amendment).  Note 10 pounds for exterior doors per Washington State amendment. 
i. Where applicable, bottom of vision panel must be 43 inches maximum above floor 

pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.10. 
j. Gates and hardware must comply with requirements for doors pursuant to IBC 1008.2. 
k. Specify U-factors for new exterior doors or door separating heated and unheated spaces. 

 
20. Provide information for any existing or new windows or relites. 

 
21. All new restrooms must be accessible pursuant to IBC 1109.2.  Provide details for accessible 

features in restroom including toilets, urinals, partitions, grab bars, dispensers, sinks, and 



mirrors pursuant to IBC 1109.2 and ICC A117.1 Chapter 6.  Both horizontal and vertical 
dimensions are required. 
a. Specify soap dispenser in an accessible location pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 308. 
b. Specify 40 inches maximum to bottom of reflective surface of mirror pursuant to ICC 

A117.1 Section 603.3. 
c. Specify toilet location pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 604.2. 
d. Specify vertical and horizontal grab bars pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 604.5. 
e. Specify flush control on open side of space pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 604.6. 
f. Specify toilet paper dispenser location pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 604.7.  Note this 

has changed from the 2003 A117.1 Standard. 
g. Specify self-closing door size and hardware, and distance from corner for accessible 

compartments pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 604.9.3. 
h. Specify toe clearance for accessible compartments pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 

604.9.5. 
i. Specify complete knee and toe clearances under lavatory pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 

606.2. 
j. Specify faucet pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 606.4. 
k. Specify protection for piping pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 606.6. 
l. Provide complete details for showers including seat, grab bars, controls, and threshold 

pursuant to ICC A117.1 Section 608. 
 
22. Provide details for accessible signage pursuant to IBC 1011.4 and 1110 and ICC A117.1 

Section 703. 
 

23. Clarify heated spaces and show insulation envelope.  If unheated space is being changed to 
heated space, show revisions to insulation envelope with prescriptive insulation pursuant to 
WSEC C402.2 or other method.  If the intent is to provide less than prescriptive insulation at 
growing rooms, provide calculations per WSEC C402.1.3 or other information to justify 
alternative. 

 
Plumbing 

 
24. Provide complete plumbing drawings.  A licensed plumber or mechanical engineer should 

prepare these drawings. 
a. Provide information for supply, waste, vents, cleanouts, and existing piping including all 

pipe sizes and points of connection on the drawings.  A riser diagram is neither required 
nor desired. 

b. Provide information for water heaters including type, size, and location.  Provide pan and 
show termination for pan and P/T valve pursuant to UPC 507.4 and 507.5. 

c. Specify plumbing fixtures including sinks, toilets and drinking fountains.  Toilets shall 
have elongated bowl pursuant to UPC 411.1. 

d. Provide floor drains in restrooms with multiple fixtures pursuant to UPC 418.3.  Floor 
drains shall have vents within the trap arm distance pursuant to UPC 1002.2 and trap 
protection pursuant to UPC 1007.1.  Floors shall slope to floor drains pursuant to UPC 
418.5. 

e. Tacoma Water may require a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) on the main 
water service and also on any process water branch lines.  Contact Scott Hallenberg, 
Operations Manager, at (253) 502-8215 for further information. 

f. Provide information for water treatment systems, settling tanks, etc. 
 
Mechanical 



 
25. Provide complete mechanical drawings: 

a. Provide information for heating spaces pursuant to IBC 1204.1. 
b. Provide information for ventilating spaces pursuant to IMC 403 (Washington State 

amendment). 
c. Provide information for all existing and new mechanical systems and show compliance 

with WSEC C403 as applicable. 
d. Provide information for all mechanical systems for growing rooms, including CO2 

devices, fans, etc. 
e. If CO2 is used in the growing rooms, provide exhaust fan for each room capable of 3 

ACH with switch outside room near door. 
f. Show termination of exhaust pursuant to IMC 502.2.1 (Washington State amendment). 
g. If applicable, provide information for gas piping, including meter location. 

 
Structural 
 

26. Provide complete structural calculations and drawings: 
a. Structural elements must be designed by a licensed civil or structural engineer.  Engineer 

shall provide signed calculations and drawings as required. 
b. Provide structural design criteria on the drawings pursuant to IBC 1603.1. 
c. Provide material specifications on the drawings for all structural materials.  Post-installed 

anchors must have a current ICC-ES report.  Anchors must be approved for Seismic 
Design Category D. 

d. Specify special inspections as required including post-installed anchors pursuant to IBC 
1705.3 and the applicable ICC-ES report. 

e. Provide information for all new bearing walls, upper floors, beams, columns, 
foundations, etc. 

f. Provide information for any alterations to the existing building. 
g. Specify vertical and lateral structural systems for new growing rooms.  Specify 

anchorage of walls. 
h. Provide design of vertical support of equipment on roof or other elevated structures. 
i. Provide details for anchorage of equipment, tanks, as required, including rooftop HVAC 

units. 
j. Design and anchorage of racks and shelving higher than 5’9”. 

 
Lighting and Exit Signs 

 
27. Provide complete lighting drawings: 

a. Provide emergency egress lighting on drawings and show that it meets requirements for 
illumination and coverage pursuant to IBC 1006.3. 

b. Provide emergency egress lighting at exterior side of new exits pursuant to IBC 1006.3 
#5. 

c. Provide exit signs, including directional exit signs, pursuant to IBC 1011. 
d. Provide information for all existing and new lighting and show compliance with WSEC 

C405.  Provide lighting controls pursuant to WSEC C405.2.  Note that lights in growing 
rooms are exempt, however they must be shown on the drawings. 
 

 
 


