
C I T Y   O F   T A C O M A
Planning & Development Services Department

747 Market St, Room 345  |  Tacoma, WA 98402

PUBLIC

NOTICE

Date of Notifcation: 4/14/2017

Application Received: 3/13/2017

Application Complete:3/17/2017

Applicant: Alex Trautt 

1517 S Tacoma way

Tacoma, WA 98409

Location: 1517 South Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA

7105000340

Application No.: LU17-0052

Proposal: A variance to allow marijuana producer/processor 

to be located within 1,000 feet of a park. The proposed marijuana 

use would be located approximately 750 feet from The Sawyer Tot 

Lot. The code requires that marijuana produces/ processors be 

located more than 1,000 from public parks.

Documents to Evaluate the Proposal: City of Tacoma Comprehensive 

Plan, Tacoma Municipal Code

Studies Requested: N/A

Other Required Permits: Building Permit

Applicable Regulations of the Tacoma Municipal Code: TMC 13.05, 

TMC 13.06

Staff Contact: Lisa Spadoni, Principal Planner, 747 Market St, Room 345, (253) 591-5281, lspadoni@cityoftacoma.org

Environmental Review: Per SEPA, WAC 197-11-800 and TMC Chapter 13.12, the Environmental Official has reviewed this project and 

determined the project is exempt from SEPA provisions.

A final decision on the proposal will be made following the comment period. A 

summary of the final decision will be sent to those parties who receive this notice. 

A complete copy of the final decision will be mailed to those parties who request a 

copy or to those who have commented on the project. Appeal provisions will be 

included with both the summary and the complete copy of the final decision.

Comments Due: 4/28/2017   

For further information regarding the proposal, log onto the website at 

tacomapermits.org and select "Public Notices". The case file may be 

viewed in Planning and Development Services, 747 Market Street, Rm 345.

To request this information in an alternative format, please contact Planning and Development Services by phone

at (voice) 253-591-5030. TTY or STS users please dial 711 to connect to Washington Relay Services



City of Tacoma

Planning and Development Services Department

747 market St. Room 345

Tacoma, WA 98402

NOTICE OF LAND USE APPLICATION



Variance Justification: 
 
*The Sawyer Tot Lot, operated by Metro Parks (that is not owned/operated by a city, county, 
state, or federal government), is located within 1,000 of 1517 South Tacoma Way and is 
separated by unique conditions. The distance, in a straight line, has an approximately 20 foot 
sloped elevation (elevation northbound.pdf) that leads into 3 northbound international freeway 
lanes, and a total of 5 southbound international freeway lanes (obstacle specifications.pdf) with 
an approximately 50 foot step down elevation (elevation westbound.pdf) thereafter.  
 
*The buffer reduction requested will not be reduced to less than 100 feet as allowed per RCW 
69.50.331(8)(a).  
 
*Per TMC 13.06.565.C.11.d, the 1,000 foot buffer is to shield marijuana exposure. The intent of 
the regulation will be served due to the visual obstructions (visual obstruction.pdf), obstacles 
(fence obstacle.pdf) and extreme physical boundaries. 
 
*The Sawyer Tot Lot is zoned  R-2SRD STGPD, residential (zone specifications south.pdf), the 
site at 1517 South Tacoma Way is zoned M-2 STGPD ST-M/IC, Heavy Industrial District (zone 
specifications north.pdf) and are separated by overwhelming obstacles. The character of both 
neighborhoods will not be affected due the the interstate dividing both locations. 
 
*1517 South Tacoma Way is currently located in line with approximately 22 parcels approved for 
marijuana producer/processors, within a 900 foot radius, and as close as approximately 150 feet 
north and approximately 300 feet west (position.pdf). The variance requested will not cause a 
substantial detrimental effect to the public interest. 
 
*The variance requested is not a cause for standardized corporate design and/or increased 
development costs. 
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