
C I T Y   O F   T A C O M A
Planning & Development Services Department

747 Market St, Room 345  |  Tacoma, WA 98402

PUBLIC

NOTICE

Date of Notification: 08/25/2017

Application Received: 5/5/2017

Application Complete: 07/17/2017

Applicant: Weddermann Architecture Pllc 

1201 Regents Blvd, Suite A

Fircrest, WA 98466

Location: 4510 McKinley Avenue

Parcel No. 7470010581

Application No.: LU17-0093

Proposal: Conditional Use Permit for a new Parish Hall at the 

Sacred Heart Church and School.

Documents to Evaluate the Proposal: City of Tacoma Comprehensive Plan, 

Tacoma Municipal Code

Studies Requested: Traffic Generation Worksheet

Other Required Permits: Building Permit, Site Development Permit, Work Order

Applicable Regulations of the Tacoma Municipal Code: TMC 13.05, TMC 

13.06, TMC 13.12, TMC 13.07

Public Meeting: A public meeting may be requested by the area neighborhood 

council, a qualified neighborhood group, or by written request of the owners of five 

or more properties who receive this notice.

Staff Contact: Shanta Frantz, Senior Planner, 747 Market St, Room 345, (253) 591-5388, sfrantz@cityoftacoma.org

Environmental Review: Per SEPA, WAC 197-11-800 and TMC Chapter 13.12, the Environmental Official has reviewed this project and 

determined the project is exempt from SEPA provisions.

A final decision on the proposal will be made following the comment period. A 

summary of the final decision will be sent to those parties who receive this notice. 

A complete copy of the final decision will be mailed to those parties who request a 

copy or to those who have commented on the project. Appeal provisions will be 

included with both the summary and the complete copy of the final decision.

Comments Due: 09/25/2017   

For further information regarding the proposal, log onto the website at 

tacomapermits.org and select "Public Notices". The case file may be 

viewed in Planning and Development Services, 747 Market Street, Rm 345.

To request this information in an alternative format, please contact Planning and Development Services by phone

at (voice) 253-591-5030. TTY or STS users please dial 711 to connect to Washington Relay Services

sfrantz
Text Box
, PLLC



City of Tacoma

Planning and Development Services Department

747 market St. Room 345

Tacoma, WA 98402

NOTICE OF LAND USE APPLICATION



 
 

Sacred Heart Church New Parish Center 

 

The new Parish Center will be used on Saturdays for the Parish Religious Education Programs 

for children, which took place in the demolished old school building.  These programs now take 

place on Saturdays using the existing Parish Hall, the Church, (and rooms in the Parish office 

building.)  These programs begin at 8:00 Saturday morning and various sessions continue until 

3:00 Saturday afternoon.  These sessions are for elementary age children.  These programs will 

continue in the new Parish Center.  The sessions are approximately 2 hours, and then a new 

session begins with new students.  The afternoon session is for high school students. 

 

The new Parish Center will also be used for meetings, activities, and events (receptions, meals, 

exercise classes, adult education programs, retreats, etc.) that now take place during the 

week and on Sundays using the Church, Parish Hall, and the Parish Offices. In general, these 

meetings end around 9:00PM.  Some meetings and activities take place during the day, but most 

are in the evening.  In general, the same number of cars and people will be using the new Parish 

Center as now use other facilities that are inadequate.  While some new activities and programs 

will begin, the new Parish Center will serve the same number of parishioners who now come to 

the parish. 

 

The new Parish Center will not generate additional traffic on Saturdays or Sundays.  We expect 

that weekday programs and activities will not cause traffic problems or generate additional 

noise.   
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            City of Tacoma 
              Public Works Department 
              747 Market Street 
                  Tacoma, Washington 98402 
                  (253) 591-5500 

Date: 
6-28-17 

SEPA/Permit 
Number: 

 

Project Name: 
Sacred Heart Church Parish Hall 

Parcel Number: 7470010581 

Project Address: 
4510 McKinley Ave   

Applicant Name: 
Jennifer Weddermann 

Applicant Phone: 
2539736611 

Applicant 
Address: 

1201 Regents Blvd, Fircrest 
98466 

Applicant Email: 

jennifer@weddermann.co
m 

Please attach a site plan 

Do you anticipate modifying or adding to the driveway or roadway access?  Yes No 

Does the proposal include a boundary/lot line adjustment or subdivision?  Yes No 

Will you anticipate importing or exporting earth from the site? Yes No 

Is the proposed zoning different than the existing zoning?  Yes No 

 
Existing Use Proposed Use 

Project site, acres: 2.04 2.04 

Land use:  R2 R2 

Type of business: church church 

Building area (gross square feet): 18,000 22,000 

Number of employees: 1 1 

Number of parking stalls: 130 130 

Number of units (apartments, etc.): 0 0 

Number of students / children: 0 160 

Number of rooms (hotels, etc.): 0 0 

Number of beds: 0 0 

Number of pumps/fueling positions: 0 0 

Number of service bays: 0 0 

Number of drive-through windows:  0 0 

Number of seats:  0 160 

Has the existing use been vacant for more than 18 months? Yes No N/A 

Will any of the existing buildings be demolished? Yes No N/A 

Please provide additional information you feel is relevant in determining traffic generation: ___________________  

The new building is replacing the old school building recently torn down.  There will be no new cars coming to the 
site as the classrooms created by this new project will serve families coming for church services in the church itself.  

Projects can cover a wide variety of land uses, and not all land uses have established trip generation rates.  A private 
Traffic Engineer may be required.  Please provide as much information as possible regarding your proposed 
development.

By checking this box, I declare that I have completed this form and to the best of my knowledge.  I understand the 
City is relying on this information to accurately determine the traffic impacts from my development.  

TTrraaffffiicc  
GGeenneerraattiioonn  
WWoorrkksshheeeett
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          Name: Jennifer Weddermann ___________  Date:6-28-17 _______________________________  



Response to the design criteria by line item: 
 
D. Criteria. A conditional use permit shall be subject to the following criteria:  

1. There shall be a demonstrated need for the use within the community at large which shall not 
be contrary to the public interest.  

Sacred Heart Church is located in a residential neighborhood on all sides.  The new parish hall will 
replace a building torn down last year that was highly used by the church and community.  The need for 
this new building is great.  The new building will be a center for church educational programs, 
community events and gatherings.  We feel this building will enhance the neighborhood as a symbol of 
growth and prosperity, even in the least fortunate areas of our city. 

2. The use shall be consistent with the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan, any adopted 
neighborhood or community plan, and applicable ordinances of the City of Tacoma.  

The new building replaces functions of the church that were housed in the old building and will not 
provide new services that the church has not provided in the past.  The new building is sized similarly to 
the previous building that was torn down, and will be a one story structure, fitting into the context of 
the neighborhood of single family residences.  (The church is a very tall structure on the site that will 
remain unchanged, and continues its presence among the community.)  The new building design 
conforms to all City of Tacoma ordinances, Comprehensive Plan and all neighborhood policies.    

3. For proposals that affect properties that are listed individually on the Tacoma Register of 
Historic Places, or are within historic special review or conservation districts, the use shall be 
compatible and consistent with applicable historic preservation standards, and goals, objectives 
and guidelines of the historic or conservation districts. Proposed actions or alterations 
inconsistent with historic standards or guidelines as determined by the Landmarks Commission 
are a basis for denial.  

n/a 
4. The use shall be located, planned, and developed in such a manner that it is not inconsistent 

with the health, safety, convenience, or general welfare of persons residing or working in the 
community. The following shall be considered in making a decision on a conditional property 
use:  

a. the generation of noise, noxious or offensive emissions, light, glare, traffic, or other 
nuisances which may be injurious or to the detriment of a significant portion of the 
community.  

The building uses are for community gatherings and education, which will not generate noise, emissions, 
light, glare, traffic or other nuisances.  All lighting on the exterior of the building will be focused on 
safety and generally downlights, to light pathways and facilitate movement around the site on foot.  All 
cooking will be conducted off site and only reheating and clean up are being accommodated in the 
kitchen. 
During construction, all efforts will be made to control noise and dust generated by the normal course of 
construction.  We will conduct the project during prescribed allowable building hours.  Work performed 
on weekends by volunteers will be managed by the general contractor to avoid unnecessary noise or 
disruption to the neighborhood. 

b. Availability of public services which may be necessary or desirable for the support of the 
use. These may include, but shall not be limited to, availability of utilities, transportation 
systems (including vehicular, pedestrian, and public transportation systems), education, 
police and fire facilities, and social and health services.  

There will be no increase in the need for public services.  The previous building contained all of the 
functions that this building will accommodate.  The same number of community members will be using 
this building as had used the previous building.  The same amount of trash, traffic, police and fire 



services will be required.  No increase is anticipated.  The new building will be smaller than the building 
that was torn down. 

c. The adequacy of landscaping, screening, yard setbacks, open spaces, or other 
development characteristics necessary to mitigate the impact of the use upon 
neighboring properties. 

In the front setback and along the sides of the building, there will be landscaping and screening to 
mitigate the impact of the building on the neighborhood.  Existing green space will be used for the 
building footprint.  The entire 500 foot by 120 foot block will be undergoing right‐of‐way improvements, 
increasing the green space on all four sides of the site.  Existing asphalt between sidewalk and curb is to 
be removed, and grass and pavers will be placed in those areas, allowing for people in parked cars to 
access the site without hurting the landscaping.  Street trees that exist are adequate to meet city 
requirements for new projects.  Along the east side of the building, there is a trellised walkway, 
connecting the existing church entry pathways to the parking lot.  Plants will be added at each trellis 
post to grow up and cover the walkway, to soften the exterior on the main public side of the new 
building. 
 
TRAFFIC: 
As the users of the new building are the same ones that use the church, no additional trips will be 
generated for cars after the new building is complete.  Events beyond the regular use of the building on 
worship days for faith formation will be attended by regular parishioners.  These events are currently 
taking place in other spaces on church property. 
 
  


