
C I T Y   O F   T A C O M A
Planning & Development Services Department

747 Market St, Rm 345  |  Tacoma, WA 98402

PUBLIC

NOTICE

Date of Notification: 06/22/2018

Application Received: 05/14/2018

Application Complete:06/01/2018

Applicant:

Location:

Application No.:

Proposal:

Documents to Evaluate the Proposal: City of Tacoma Comprehensive 

Plan, Tacoma Municipal Code

Studies Requested: None

Other Required Permits: Building Permit

Applicable Regulations of the Tacoma Municipal Code: TMC 13.05, 

TMC 13.06

Staff Contact:

Environmental Review: Per SEPA, WAC 197-11-800 and TMC Chapter 13.12, the Environmental Official has reviewed this project and 

determined the project is exempt from SEPA provisions.

A final decision on the proposal will be made following the comment period. A 

summary of the final decision will be sent to those parties who receive this notice. 

A complete copy of the final decision will be mailed to those parties who request a 

copy or to those who have commented on the project. Appeal provisions will be 

included with both the summary and the complete copy of the final decision.

Comments Due: July 6, 2018 by 5:00pm  

For further information regarding the proposal, log on to the website at 

tacomapermits.org and select "Public Notices". The case file may be 

viewed in Planning and Development Services, 747 Market Street, Rm 345.

Landon White

6001, Nimtz Parkway

South BendIN46628

1921 S. 72nd St.

9345000029

LU18-0151

Sign Variance to allow the construction of 3 

signs, totaling approximately 150 sf, on a 

site where the normal

allowance is 80 sf.

To request this information in an alternative format, please contact Planning and Development Services by phone

at (voice) 253-591-5030. TTY or STS users please dial 711 to connect to Washington Relay Services

Latasha Santos 253-594-7971 or lsantos1@cityoftacoma.org



 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Olive Garden is formally requesting relief from the zoning to update their existing 
legally non-conforming wall signs with the new international brand logo for Olive Garden. 
The requested variances are minimal in impact to the surrounding corridor as the proposed 
signage is consistent with signage within the corridor. 
 

1) What are the hardship on the property, such as size, shape, location, or other 
conditions that make it difficult to meet zoning standards? How will zoning 
goals still be met with the request (such as maintaining space between 
structures to prevent fire hazards and ensuring yard space for neighbor 
privacy)? The response should clearly describe what the specific hardship is, 
how the applicant did not create this hardship, and why strict application of 
the zoning code would be unreasonable due to this hardship. 
The hardships of the property are numerous, which lead to the requesting of this 
variance. The specific hardship this property has is based on the location of the 
building. Although Olive Garden has representation on the multi-tenant freestanding 
sign, this property is setback from the shopping mall entrance in a way that creates 
proper branding and providing navigational assistance without a freestanding sign or 
the requested signage nearly impossible to achieve. Strict application of the zoning 
code will result in a lack of proper signage. This building has visibility to traffic on 
US Interstate – 5 with no advanced notification for those motorists. Similar 
businesses in the surrounding area are not dealing with lack of branding as they have 
representation on the multi-tenant sign oriented toward US Interstate-5 and S 72nd 
St. 

2) Is the request the minimum necessary to afford relief from the hardship that 
exists on your property? Explain why each aspect of the project is the 
minimum needed to afford relief from the code.  
The request made for an additional square footage is minimal as the sign proposed 
on the left elevation will provide the minimum representation possible to US 
Interstate 5. Due to existing vegetation obscuring visibility within the parking lot of 
this shopping center, the sign on the right elevation in combination with the front 
elevation help provide proper navigational assistance to motorists driving through 
the parking lot. 
 

3) How does the project allow for a reasonable use of the property? How does 
the project allow for a more environmentally sensitive property design or 
construction than would otherwise be allowed? How do the affected 
neighbors feel about the project? Would approval of the request grant special 
privilege that is not enjoyed by other properties in the area?  
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When examining restaurants that are similar in nature, it is evident their site has 
comparable signage to what is proposed at the Olive Garden. However, neither of 
the existing comparable restaurants have frontage on the interstate like Olive Garden 
has. This difference would warrant additional signage that the other restaurants 
would not require. 
 

4) How would the project be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan? How 
would the project improve the character of the neighborhood? Describe 
specific aspects of the Comprehensive Plan and neighborhood characteristics 
that would be consistent with or improved by the project. The Comprehensive 
Plan is available on-line:  
Chapter 2 of the Comprehensive Plan covers the importance of “fostering an 
equitable system of mixed-use and commercial centers across the city to increase 
access to community services and businesses…” The proposed signage, specifically 
signage on the left elevation, promotes awareness of this commercial restaurant 
within the shopping center for US I-5 travelers that the multi-tenant freestanding 
sign oriented toward 72nd St. would not have. The interior sign directly correlates to 
Chapter 3 of the Comprehensive Plan deals with design and development and the 
proposed signs help add to the already positive aesthetics in this commercial 
corridor. The proposed signage also benefits traffic safety which may not explicitly 
be named, but is always a top priority especially in corridors such as these. Goal EC-
3 states the Comprehensive Plan intends to “cultivate a business culture that allows 
existing establishments to grow in place…” Allowing the proposed signage meets 
this standard as Olive Garden is not requesting to move their location, increase the 
size or height of the building, or any other extreme measure. Rather, minor relief of 
the zoning ordinance is being asked to allow for the proposes sign package. 
 

5) How would the project be beneficial to the public interest? Describe specific 
aspects of the proposal and how it would be beneficial to the public’s interest.  
The proposed signage will allow motorists the proper wayfinding services that are 
required to maintain traffic safety in an area such as this. Positive and effective 
signage allows motorists to recognize potential destinations and make the necessary 
and safe maneuvers to arrive safely. The proposed signs meet that intent and provide 
numerous benefits to the surrounding area.  
 

6) Is the intent of the variance request to prevent development cost increases? Is 
the intent of your variance request to allow the project to follow a 
standardized corporate design? If not, demonstrate how the project does not 
follow a standard corporate design and how the purpose of your request is not 
primarily to avoid increased development costs.  
The requested relief is made with the proposal that effective branding at this location 
is not sufficient. As noted, sufficient and effective branding maintains traffic safety 
and allows for advanced notification to the surrounding public of the services 
provided in this shopping center.  to maintain traffic safety at this location and 
proper branding two things. 

 
 



 In conclusion, the proposed signage is not egregious in nature and would add 
positively to the overall aesthetics of this corridor while promoting traffic safety in this 
commercial shopping center. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Landon White 
Zoning Specialist 
Site Enhancement Services 



 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Olive Garden is formally requesting relief from the zoning to update their existing 
legally non-conforming wall signs with the new international brand logo for Olive Garden. 
The requested variances are minimal in impact to the surrounding corridor as the proposed 
signage is consistent with signage within the corridor. 
 

1) The proposed signs are a whole site effort to update the exterior. There are multiple 
renovations taking place during the remodel process such as the front tower feature 
being upgraded and the awnings being reskinned. The proposed signs will add 
positively to the already renovated site.   

2) The proposed signs are consistent within the corridor. The old logo for Olive 
Garden consists of externally illuminated signs that also utilize exposed neon 
lighting. The proposed signs are attractive while removing the external illumination 
all lighting is shielded as not to promote an unattractive or harmful glare. As far as 
the location of the signs, there are no alterations being made, we are asking to 
replace the signs at their existing locations. 

3) There are no historic or architecturally significant features within this corridor that 
our signage will obstruct or alter in any way.  

4) The proposed sign plan is not in contrast to the existing sign plan’s intent. Our sign 
proposal is not intended to negatively affect any of the surrounding corridor. Our 
signs will help maintain traffic safety and promote the well-being of the commercial 
surroundings by providing positive wayfinding devices.  

5) The proposed variance is warranted based on the location of the building. Although 
Olive Garden has representation on the multi-tenant freestanding sign, this property 
is setback from the shopping mall entrance so visibility and navigation is complex in 
nature. The location of the building and strict application of the zoning ordinance 
denies Olive Garden the opportunity to provide navigational assistance for those 
navigating the area. In addition, the lack of an individual freestanding sign in closer 
proximity to the building limits branding and navigational devices that assist 
motorists 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Landon White 
Zoning Specialist 
Site Enhancement Services 
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Ph: 1 . 800 . 599 . 7696

Fax: 1 . 574 . 237 . 6166

www.siteenhancementservices.com

1921 S 72nd St
Tacoma, WA 98408

Store #1138

April 18, 2018 - Permit
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Store #1138

Site Plan

D

C

B

A

Existing: 6 3/4" x 4'-5 3/8" Tenant Panel: 2.5 SF

Proposed: 6 3/4" x 4'-5 3/8" Face Replacements: 2.5 SF

B

D

C

A

Proposed: 5'-10 3/8" x 8'-6 1/4" Wall Sign: 49.97 SF

Proposed: 3'-9" x 13'-5" Wall Sign: 50.31 SF

Proposed: 3'-9" x 13'-5" Wall Sign: 50.31 SF

Existing: 5'-0" x 10'-6" Wall Sign: 52.5 SF 

Existing: 3'-7" x 7'-9" Wall Sign: 27.78 SF 

Existing: 3'-7" x 7'-9" Wall Sign: 27.78 SF 
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Store #1138

Front Elevation
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Store #1138

Left Elevation

Scale: 1/16"=1'
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50 SF Linear Wall Sign
Utilized Square Footage: 50.31  
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Store #1138

Right Elevation
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50 SF Linear Wall Sign
Utilized Square Footage: 50.31  
Scale: 3/8"=1'
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Store #1138

Shared Sign Overlay

D See page 2 for sign location. See following page for details.

Existing:
6 3/4" x 4'-5 3/8" Tenant Panel:
2.5 SF
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Store #1138

Tenant Panel Details

Tenant Panel
Utilized Square Footage: 2.5
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Top View

LED Uplighting

Mounting Points
SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"

4'-1 3/8" O.C. 4'-1 3/8" O.C.

1½" Aluminum Angle 
Vertical Weld to Frame

W50 - Wall Sign - 49.97 sq ft
SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"
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W50 Wall Sign Tower

3"

LED Uplighting
SCALE: 1-1/2"=1'-0"

.080" Aluminum
break formed channel

3/16" White Translucent
Polycarbonate face

2-
1/

2"

GE Tetra EdgeStrip
GEWWBIP2  LEDs3200K

L.E.D.  TRANSFORMER
(MOUNT ON SHELF OFF BOTTOM).

LEDs

LEDs

LEDs

LED UPLIGHTING
CHANNEL
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Store #1138

W50 Wall Sign

Drwg #:

1)  THE GRAPHICS BELOW ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY and should not be used for commercial quotation or bid without validation.  The material estimates for Tetra
®
 LED Systems

      are based upon our engineering standards and information provided pertaining to font, letter height, can depth, face material, and any special instructions provided by the customer.  94 Mod 47  Ft

      Missing information will cause delays in delivery of estimate as well as affect product selection, quantities, application, and illumination. 24 Mod 10  Ft

2) LED MODULE PLACEMENT AND QUANTITY IS AN APPROXIMATION ONLY.  The sign manufacturer must verify module placement and quantity to ensure even illumination.  126 Mod 50  Ft

3) Final material quantities for estimation purposes and construction are the responsibility of the sign OEM. 2  Ea

4) All signs should be tested as complete units (including correct Tetra
®
 power supply) before installation for acceptable color, illumination, intensity,& functionality. 0  Ea

5) For detailed information and instructions refer to the applicable Tetra® product found under Signage at; www.gelightingsolutions.com Supply Wire 80  Ft

Can Depth Power Supply Location Illumination Total Amps (Primary) Total Watts (System) Total Area 24  Ea

24  Ea

End Caps 16  Ea

Modules P/S

12

13

14

13

16

26

Modules P/S

24

Modules P/S

126 1

Drawn By: KD Rev
Checked By: KD

Date: 3/19/14 FORM REV 2-3-14 PAGE     1  OF     1

Tetra
®

 LED Systems MATERIAL ESTIMATE
*** SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

W50

LEAVES

1.3 Amps
191600041

039543; 03

MATERIAL LIST

LED

Module

GEMX41;1

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

GEPS12;60U;NA

GEPS12;20

9409

Power

Supply

122.74 Watts

192160005

191600041

Choose one wire 

connector

GEMX41;1

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

Tetra® MAXCUSTOMER INFORMATION

ESTIMATE FOR ONE SIDE OF SIGN ONLY

REMOTE
5"; 1.5"; 

1.5"
FACE / BACKLIT

Tetra® miniMAX
Tetra® miniMAX MS

Energy Useage

12.54 Sq Ft 9.79 Watts/Sq Ft

MATERIAL BREAKDOWN

VE

G

AR

O

LI

GEMX41;1

DEN

1

;
039543; 03 Tetra® LED Systems Lighting Solutions

TECH SUPPORT:  888;694;3533  /  216;266;2891

E;FAX:  216 ; 359 ; 0075

Drwg #:
EMAIL:  TETRADRAWINGS@GE.COM

EAST CLEVELAND, OH 44112

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

IK
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Store #1138

1½" Aluminum Angle 
Vertical Weld to Frame

L50 Wall Sign

Mounting Points
SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"

L50 - Wall Sign - 50.31 sq ft
SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"
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Store #1138

L50 Wall Sign

Drwg #:

1)  THE GRAPHICS BELOW ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY and should not be used for commercial quotation or bid without validation.  The material estimates for Tetra
®
 LED Systems

      are based upon our engineering standards and information provided pertaining to font, letter height, can depth, face material, and any special instructions provided by the customer.  81 Mod 41  Ft

      Missing information will cause delays in delivery of estimate as well as affect product selection, quantities, application, and illumination. 18 Mod 7  Ft

2) LED MODULE PLACEMENT AND QUANTITY IS AN APPROXIMATION ONLY.  The sign manufacturer must verify module placement and quantity to ensure even illumination.  114 Mod 46  Ft

3) Final material quantities for estimation purposes and construction are the responsibility of the sign OEM. 2  Ea

4) All signs should be tested as complete units (including correct Tetra
®
 power supply) before installation for acceptable color, illumination, intensity,& functionality. 0  Ea

5) For detailed information and instructions refer to the applicable Tetra® product found under Signage at; www.gelightingsolutions.com Supply Wire 80  Ft

Can Depth Power Supply Location Illumination Total Amps (Primary) Total Watts (System) Total Area 24  Ea

24  Ea

End Caps 16  Ea

Modules P/S

10

11

12

12

14

22

Modules P/S

18

Modules P/S

114 1

Drawn By: KD Rev
Checked By: KD

Date: 3/20/14 FORM REV 2-3-14 PAGE     1  OF     1

Tetra
®

 LED Systems MATERIAL ESTIMATE
*** SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

LEAVES

1.3 Amps
191600041

039583; 03

MATERIAL LIST

LED

Module

GEMX41;1

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

GEPS12;60U;NA

GEPS12;20

9409

Power

Supply

106.92 Watts

192160005

191600041

Choose one wire 

connector

GEMX41;1

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

Tetra® MAXCUSTOMER INFORMATION

ESTIMATE FOR ONE SIDE OF SIGN ONLY

REMOTE
5"; 1.5"; 

1.5"
FACE / BACKLIT

Tetra® miniMAX
Tetra® miniMAX MS

Energy Useage

8.44 Sq Ft 12.67 Watts/Sq Ft

MATERIAL BREAKDOWN

VE

G

AR

O

LI

GEMX41;1

DEN

1

;
039583; 03 Tetra® LED Systems Lighting Solutions

TECH SUPPORT:  888;694;3533  /  216;266;2891

E;FAX:  216 ; 359 ; 0075

Drwg #:
EMAIL:  TETRADRAWINGS@GE.COM

EAST CLEVELAND, OH 44112

GEMM71;1

GEMS71;1

IK
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