TACOMA
PERMITS:

CITY OF TACOMA

Planning & Development Services Department
747 Market St, Rm 345 | Tacoma, WA 98402

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Date of Notification: 8/21/2018
Application Received:7/12/2018

Application Complete:7/13/2018

Soundview Consultants LLC

Applicant:
2907 Harborview Drive, Suite D
Gig HarborWA98335

Location: 6640 S. Alaska Street
9345000091

Application No.: LU18-0214

Critical Area Verification to determine the
presence and location of critical areas
on the property. There is no
development proposal being reviewed.
Review is limited to the identification of
critical areas on or near the property.

Proposal:

For further information, |og on to the website at tacomapermits.org and

select "Public Notices". The case file may be viewed in Planning and
Development Services, 747 Market Street, Rm 345.

Documents to Evaluate the Proposal: Tacoma Municipal Code

Studies Requested: Critical Areas Report
Other Required Permits: N/A

Applicable Regulations of the Tacoma Municipal Code: TMC 13.11

Comments Due:  September 4th, 2018 by 5:00pm

A final decision will be made following the comment period. A summary of the
final decision will be sent to those parties who receive this notice. A complete
copy of the final decision will be mailed to those parties who request a copy or to
those who have commented on the project. Appeal provisions will be included
with both the summary and the complete copy of the final decision.

Staff Contact:

Shannon Brenner, Senior Environmental Specialist, 747 Market St, Room 345, (253) 591-5482, sbrenner@cityoftacoma.org

Environmental Review: Per SEPA, WAC 197-11-800 and TMC Chapter 13.12, the Environmental Official has reviewed this project and

determined the project is exempt from SEPA provisions.

To request this information in an alternative format, please contact Planning and Development Services by phone
at (voice) 2563-591-5030. TTY or STS users please dial 711 to connect to Washington Relay Services
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Soundview Consultantsic

Environmental Assessment « Planning ¢ Land Use Solutions

2907 Harborview Dr., Suite D, Gig Harbor, WA 98335
Phone: (253) 514-8952 Fax: (253) 514-8954

Technical Memorandum

To: George Chambers, Donkey Island LL.C File Number: 1720.0001

Richard Peel, Soundview Consultants LL.C
Erin Harker, Soundview Consultants LL.C

Re: Wetland and Fish and Wildlife Habitat Assessment
6040 South Alaska Street, Tacoma, Washington 98408

Date: July 9, 2018

Dear George Chambers,

Soundview Consultants LLLC (SVC) conducted a wetland and fish and wildlife habitat assessment of
an approximately 2.75-acre property located at 6640 South Alaska Street in the City of Tacoma,
Washington (Figure 1). The property consists of one tax parcel located in the Northwest /4 of Section
29, Township 20 North, Range 03 East, W.M. (Pierce County Tax Parcel Number 9345000091). This
assessment was conducted to support wetland and critical areas verification for vegetation clearing on
the subject property to include the removal of some mature native trees in addition to general
vegetation removal associated with property maintenance and health and safety concerns of the
residents. SVC investigated the site to evaluate for potentially-regulated wetlands or fish and wildlife
habitat on or within 300 feet of the subject property. This Technical Memorandum has been prepared

to document the results of this assessment.
Figure 1. Subject Property Location.
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Background Data

Prior to the site investigation, staff conducted background research using the City of Tacoma critical
areas maps, Pierce County Geographic Information System (GIS) data, Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDEFW) Priority Habitat and Species (PHS) database and SalmonScape mapping
tool, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI), and Washington
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) stream typing map. Please see Attachment B for the
background maps. All determinations were made using observable vegetation, hydrology, and soils in
conjunction with data from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps, USFWS, local
precipitation data, and various orthophotographic resources.

The USFWS NWI map (Attachment B2) and City of Tacoma wetland inventory (Attachment B0)
identify Wapato Lake, a shoreline of the state, approximately 250 feet east of the subject property.
The DNR stream typing map (Attachment B5), WDEFW Salmonscape map (Attachment B1), and City
of Tacoma stream inventory (Attachment B7) do not identify any streams on the or within 300 feet
of the subject property. The WDFW PHS map (Attachment B3) identifies waterfowl concentrations
associated with Wapato Lake; potential presence of western pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata) within
the quarter and/or township; and potential presence of big brown bat (Epfesicus fuscus) within the
township. No other wetlands, streams, priority habitats or species, or other sensitive areas are
documented within 300 feet of the site.

Precipitation

Precipitation data was obtained from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
weather station at Seattle-Tacoma Airport in order to obtain percent of normal precipitation during
and preceding the investigation. A summary of data collected is provided in Table 1.

Table 1. Precipitation Summary'.

1 2 Percent of
Day | Day Last 30 Days Year to Date
Date Week | Weeks Normal
of | Before | .| poo, | (Observed /Normal) | (Obsetved/Normal)? (Month/Year)>
06/26/18 | 0.00 | 0.00 0.20 0.22 0.63/1.61 19.16/18.86 39/101

1. Precipitation volume provided in inches. Data obtained from NOAA (http://w2.weather.gov/climate/xmacis.phpwfo=sew)
for Sea-Tac Airport.

2. Year-to-date precipitation is for the calendar year from January 1 to the onsite date.

3. Percent of Normal shown for the last 30 days and calendar year to date.

The data suggests that drier than normal conditions were present within the past 30 days but
precipitation levels were close to normal for the water year at the time of the site visit. Such conditions
were considered in making professional wetland determinations.

Methods

Formal site investigations were performed by qualified SVC scientists on June 26, 2018 and again on
July 6, 2018. The investigations consisted of walk-through surveys of the subject property and any
accessible areas within 300 feet of the subject property for potentially-regulated wetlands, waterbodies,
fish and wildlife habitat, and other critical areas.

Wetlands, streams, and select fish and wildlife habitats and species are regulated features per Tacoma
Municipal Code (TMC) 13.11 and subject to restricted uses/activities under the same title. Wetland
presence/absence was determined in accordance with TMC 13.11.230.B.3 and as outlined in the U.S.

Soundview Consultants L-C July 9, 2018
1720.0001 6040 South Alaska Street — Wetland & Fish & Wildlife Habitat Assessment Page 2 of 22



Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987) and modified
according to the guidelines established in the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland
Delineation Manunal: Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast Region, 1 ersion 2.0 (USACE, 2010). The Arrow
100 by Eos Positioning Systems ®, Inc. was used to collect GPS data to locate the points where
detailed data was collected and to map any potentially-regulated wetlands and/or habitat areas.

Wetlands were classified using both the hydrogeomorphic (Brinson, 1993) and Cowardin (Cowardin,
1979; Federal Geographic Data Committee, 2013) classification systems. Following classification and
assessment, wetlands were rated and categorized using the current Washington State Wetland Rating
System for Western Washington (Hruby, 2014) and guidelines established in TMC 13.11.310(A).

The fish and wildlife habitat assessment was conducted during the same site visits by the qualified fish
and wildlife biologists. The experienced biologists made visual observations using stationary and
walking survey methods for both aquatic and upland habitats noting any special habitat features or
signs of fish and wildlife activity.

Results

The 2.75-acte subject property is located in an urban commercial/residential interface and is currently
developed with two single-family residences, a single garage, a single carport, circular drive and
driveway spur with additional parking area and associated infrastructure. The eastern and southern
portions of the site contain landscaped gardens and lawn areas. The northern and western portions of
the subject property are unmaintained portion of a forested patch surrounded by a mix of
development and uses. The neighboring parcel to the north and west is the Saint Ann Convent. The
neighboring parcel to the south is commercially developed with a large retail shopping center. The
subject property’s eastern boundary abuts South Alaska Street and Wapato Park is located
approximately 250 feet beyond to the east.

The landscaped gardens and lawn areas contain a predominance of ornamental plant species. The
onsite forest community is dominated by a canopy of Douglas fir (Pseudostuga menziesii) with very sparse
Pacific madrone (Arbutus menziesiiy over a dense understory dominated by non-native invasive shrub
and herbaceous species including English ivy (Hedera helix), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus),
English holly (Ilex aquifolium), Evergreen blackberry (Rubus laciniatus), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus
repens), and nightshade (Solanaceae) species. Several pedestrian trails transect the forested area and lead
to clearings and other signs of frequent disturbance to the understory. A complete list of vegetation
on the subject property is provided in Attachment C.
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Photograph 1. Upland forested area, from site interior facing approximately west.
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Photograph 3. Upland forested area, from site in
g % = ] i i : oY -

AR 2 /]

Soundview Consultants L-C July 9, 2018
1720.0001 6040 South Alaska Street — Wetland & Fish & Wildlife Habitat Assessment Page 5 of 22



Wapato Lake is located approximately 250 feet from the eastern boundary of the subject property and
separated from the site by a recently widened portion of arterial roadway, South Alaska Street, and a
paved pedestrian pathway surrounding Wapato Lake.

One offsite wetland (Wetland A) is located within 300 feet of the subject property to the northwest.
Wetland A is located approximately 23 feet to the northwest of the subject property within a
topographic depression. Wetland A vegetation is dominated by Pacific crabapple (Malus fusca), Oregon
ash (Fraxinus latifolia), twinberry honeysuckle (Lowicera involucrata), and sparse common ladyfern
(Athyrium cyclosorum) over bare ground. Hydrology for Wetland A is likely provided by a seasonally-
high groundwater table, direct precipitation, and surface sheet flow. Wetland A is likely a Palustrine
Forested/Shrub-Scrub, Seasonally Flooded, Continuously Saturated wetland (PF/SSCD). Per TMC
13.11.210.B.3., Wetland A likely exempt from critical areas regulations as it is an isolated wetland
approximately 260 square feet in size with a habitat function score of 9.

No other potentially-regulated wetlands and/or fish and wildlife habitat wetre observed on or within
300 feet of the subject property.
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Regulatory Considerations

Site review or permit issued by City of Tacoma is required, pursuant TMC 13.11.140, F and G for
assessment of Critical Areas or their associated buffer/management areas, unless otherwise covered
under Sections 13.11.200 and 13.11.210. The Applicant would like to remove vegetation onsite for
safety and site maintenance and seeks wetland and habitat review and approval.

TMC 13.11.140 F. Destroying or altering vegetation through clearing, harvesting, shading, pruning, or planting
vegetation that would alter the character of the site; and

TMC 13.11.140 G. Any act or use which would destroy natural vegetation; result in significant change in water level,
water temperature, physical, or chemical characteristics of the wetland or streamy; substantially alter the existing pattern
of tidal flow, obstruct the flow of sediment, or alter the natural contours of a site.

Per TMC 13.11.320 Table 4, Wapato Lake is a wetland of local significance and subject to a 300-foot
buffer. While the subject property is located within 300 feet of Wapato Lake, it is separated from
Wapato Lake by South Alaska Street and other improvements. Per TMC 13.11.210.B.8, wetland
buffers may be considered interrupted if the proposed activity is separated from the wetland by an
existing permanent substantial improvement that reduces the impact of the proposed activity on the
critical area. South Alaska Street constitutes an existing improvement that limits any impact of the
proposed tree removal on wildlife and water quality impacts on Wapato Lake.

Offsite Wetland A is an isolated Category IV wetland less than 1,000 square feet in size with a wetland
function score less than 20. As such, Wetland A is likely exempt from critical areas regulations per
TMC 13.11.210.B.3 and there is no critical areas encumbrance associated with Wetland A on the
subject property. Additionally, offsite Wetland A is identified with a low habitat function score, is
hydrologically isolated from other surface waters and is not part of a mosaic wetland system, nor is
associated with a Shoreline of the state or riparian wetland, nor is it a critical habitat for priority species.
Therefore, clearing of vegetation in the vicinity of the wetland should be allowable, pursuant TMC
13.11.210 Activities Allowed with Staff Review.

The subject property does not appear to contain Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas
(FWHCAs) per TMC 13.11.510. No onsite wetlands, nor habitat features of critical importance to
the maintenance of fish and wildlife species were identified onsite. The onsite forested area is
predominantly comprised of Douglas fir canopy over heavily disturbed understory of non-native and
invasive shrub and herbaceous species. Widespread non-native, and invasive species presence includes
English holly, English ivy, Himalayan blackberry, Evergreen blackberry. These species outcompete
native species and reduce the native biodiversity value onsite as described below:

e Himalayan and evergreen blackberries establish dense thickets that limit establishment
of native tree species such as Douglas Fir, Pacific Madrona, and Western White Pine
that require sun for germination. These thickets may provide habitats and food for birds
and mammals but are not a good substitute for diverse vegetation in native forests and
riparian zones (King County, 2017a).

e [English holly establishes dense thickets that dominate shrub communities and limit
establishment of native tree and shrub species (King County, 2017b).
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e English ivy establishes throughout the different forest layers, altering the natural
succession pattern of forests. English ivy growth on trees suppresses the tree’s growth
and increases the likelihood of windblown mortality by blocking sunlight from the tree
foliage and adding significant weight to the tree trunk. Along the forest floor, English
ivy competes with native understory species for sun, water, and nutrients (King County,
2004).

While the non-native, invasive species may provide some cover for wildlife, these species limit the
growth and establishment of a diverse, native forest community that would otherwise provide a variety
of forage and cover opportunities. In addition, the forested area onsite is part of a larger isolated
patch that spans two parcels and is otherwise surrounded by development including an interstate
highway, a shopping mall area, an arterial residential roadway, the Saint Anne Convent, and residential
properties. The habitat value to wildlife is extremely limited due to the existing disturbances, isolated
setting, and predominance of invasive plants throughout the subcanopy and herbaceous layers.

Conclusions

No wetlands, critical fish and wildlife habitat, nor associated buffers were identified onsite. Pending
wetland verification by City of Tacoma, Wetland A is likely exempt from critical areas regulations and
would not require a protective buffer onsite. In addition, Wapato Lake habitat buffer is interrupted
by existing roadway and the shoreline of Wapato Lake does not extend onsite. The site investigation
revealed that the subject property contains a heavily disturbed upland forested area with an understory
dominated by non-native, invasive plant species. Given these considerations, the general clearing of
vegetation for residential purposes appears to be allowable under TMC 13.11.

If you have any questions, please contact us at your eatliest convenience.
Sincerely,

7
1
/ 07/09/2018

Richard Peel Date
Professional Wetland Scientist

?\/%\Cl/df Mk‘/\ 07/09/2018

Erin Harker Date
Staff Scientist
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Attachment A — Existing Site Map
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DONKEY ISLAND LLC - RECONNAISSANCE MAP

PRELIMINARY
INFORMATION ONLY
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

@B oOffsite Wetland

Site Boundary

Spatial Services

DATE: 7/10/2018
DONKEY ISLAND LLC
JOB: 1720.0001
S d . C 1 6640 SOUTH ALASKA STREET
S oundview Lonsultants ric TACOMA, WA 98408 BY: DLS
nvironmental Assessment ¢ Planning * Land Use Solutions
2907 Harborview Dr., Suite D, Gig Harbor, WA 98335 . SCALE: 1" =20"
Phone: (253) 514-8952 Fax: (253) 514-8954 PIERCE COUNTY PARCEL NUMBERS:
www.soundviewconsultants.com 9345000091 FIGURE NO.1




Attachment B — Background Information

This attachment includes a WDEFW SalmonScape map (B1); USFWS NWI map (B2); WDEFW PHS
map (B3); Pierce County Topographic map (B4); DNR Stream Typing map (B5); City of Tacoma
Streams Inventory (B6); and City of Tacoma Wetlands Inventory (B7).
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Attachment B1 — WDFW SalmonScape Map
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Attachment B2 — USFWS NWI Map
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Attachment B3 — WDFW PHS Map
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Cdb WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
PRIORITY HABITATS AND SPECIES REPORT

SOURCE DATASET: PHSPlusPublic
REPORT DATE: 06/21/2018 12.14

Query ID: P180621121355

Common Name Site Name Priority Area Accuracy Federal Status Sensitive Data Source Enfity
Scientific Name Source Dataset Occurrence Type State Status Resolution Geometry Type
Source Record More Information (URL) PHS Listing Status
Notes S Magmit Recommendations
Big brown bat Communal Roost GPS MNFA Y WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Eptesicus fuscus WS_OccurPoint Biotic detaction NIA TOWNSHIP Points
107349
August 17, 2000 hitp:/fwidfw.wa.gow/publications/pub.php? PHS LISTED
Big brown bat Communal Roost GPS NFA Y W Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Epesicus fuscus WS_CceurPoint Biotic detection N/A TOWNSHIP Points
144585
June 19, 2017 hitp:/fwdfw wa_govipublications/pub php? PHS LISTED
Big brown bat Communal Roost GPS NA Y WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Epesicus fuscus WS3_OceurFoint Biotic detaction NIA TOWNSHIP Points
107350
July 02, 2001 hitp:/fwidfw.wa.gowpublications/pub.php? PHS LISTED
Freshwater Forested/Shrub N/A Agquatic Habitat MA NFA N US Fish and Wildlife Service
NWIWetlands Aquatic habitat NIA AS MAPPED Polygons
hittp:/fwwnw ecy wa. PHS Listed
Lake MNIA Aguatic Habitat NA NFA N US Fish and Wildliife Service
NWiwetlands Aquatic habitat NIA AS MAPPED Polygons
hitp:/fwww. ecy wa. PHS Listed
Waterfowl Concentrations  PIERCE COUNTY - NON- Reqular Concentration 114 mile (Quarter NIA N WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
PHSREGION Reqular concentration NiA AS MAPPED Polygons
902562
hitp:/fwdfw.wa.gowpublications/pub.php? PHS LISTED
Westemn Pond Turtle Oceourrence Map 1:24,000 == 40 NIA Y Wa Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Actinemys marmorata WS_OccurPoint Biotic detection Endangered QTR-TWP Points
51632
October 06, 2002 hitp:/fwdfw. wa.govipublications/pub.php? PHS LISTED
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Attachment B4 Pierce County Topographlc Map

Subject Property
Location i

6/21/2018, 11:52:30 AM
D Pierce Parcels _Query result —  Index Contour

Contours - 2014

Intermediate Contour

0.05 mi

0 0.02 004 0.08 km

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp.. GEBCO, USGS,
FAD, NPS. NRCAN, GeoBase, |GN. Kadaster NL, Ordrance Survey. Esri
Soundview Consutants

Soundview Consultants LLC
1720.0001 6040 South Alaska Street — Wetland & Fish & Wildlife Habitat Assessment

July 9, 2018
Page 16 of 22



Attachment B5 — DNR Stream Typing Map
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Attachment B7 — City of Tacoma Stream Inventory
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Attachment C — Subject Property Vegetation List

Species Name! Common Name Inscgciztsor Dominant vegetation
Native Trees
| Arbutns mensiesii Pacific madrone UPL No
Psendotsuga menziesii Douglas fir FACU Yes
Thuja plicata Western red cedar FAC No
Native Shrubs
Corylus cornuta Beaked hazelnut FACU No
Ganltheria shallon Salal FACU No
Holodiscus discolor Oceanspray FACU No
Mahonia aquifolinm Tall Oregon grape FACU No
Polystichum munitum Western swordfern FACU No
Preridum aquilinum Hairy bracken fern FACU No
Rubus ursinus Trailing blackberry FACU No
Non-native, Invasive Shrubs
Cirsium arvense Canada thistle FAC No
Coninm maculatum Poison hemlock FAC No
Cytisus scoparins Scotch broom UPL No
Dipsacus fullonum Fuller's teasel FAC No
Galium aparine Common bedstraw FACU No
Geraninm robertianum Robert geranium FACU No
Hedera belix English ivy FACU Yes
Heraclenm mantegazzianum Giant hogweed - No
Hieracium sp. Hawkweeds - No
Hypochaeris radicata Hairy cat’s ear FACU No
Llexc aquifolinm English holly FACU Yes
\Jacobaea vulgaris Tansy ragwort FACU No
Prunus sp. Cherry trees FACU* Yes
Ranunculus sp. Buttercup species FAC Yes
Reynoutria sachalinensis Giant knotweed FACU No
Rubus armeniacus Himalayan blackberry FAC Yes
Rubus laciniatns Cutleaf blackberry FACU Yes
Senecio vulgaris Old-man-in-the-spring FACU No
Solanum sp. Nightshade species -- Yes
Tanacetum vulgare Common tansy FACU No

Vinea magor

Large periwinkle
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Attachment D — Qualifications

Richard Peel
Professional Wetland Scientist
Professional Experience: 6 years

Richard Peel is a Professional Wetland Scientist with diverse professional experience in wetland
ecology, monitoring, and delineation throughout Washington and Oregon. Richard is Washington
State trained in conducting wetland delineations, assessing wetland systems, mitigation planning and
design, implementation of monitoring programs, mitigation monitoring and reporting. He also has
extensive experience in an analytical laboratory using state-of-the-art equipment in bacteriological and
chemical analysis of soil and water samples.

Richard is a graduate of The Evergreen State College, with dual degrees in Ecology and Economics.
He has focused his academic career on ecology, disturbance ecology, chemistry, and the economic
impacts of current environmental management. Richard has extensive training and field experience in
wetland related disciplines, and has experience in wetland both east and west of The Cascades. He has
been trained by The Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) Wetland Ecology
and Monitoring team in the use of the wetland delineation, mitigation, monitoring, and restoration
techniques. In addition, he was directed by WSDOT’s Wetland Protection and Preservation Policy to
ensure wetlands are preserved and protected whenever possible. This direction ensures no net loss in
the quantity or quality of wetlands in the future and minimization of impacts to wetlands in the
present.

Richard is a certified Professional Wetland Scientist (#2858). He has been formally trained in the use
of the Washington State Wetland Rating System, Shoreline Stabilization, Eelgrass Delineation, and
several other critical area assessment and restoration projects from the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife, and Washington State Department of Ecology. He is also a Pierce County Qualified
Wetland Specialist, and he holds similar qualifications from other jurisdictions.

Erin Harker
Staff Scientist
Professional Experience: 3 years

Erin Harker is a Staff Scientist with diverse ecological experience in both field and laboratory settings
in the Pacific Northwest. She has gained hands-on experience involving research on water quality,
salmon runs, amphibian surveys, restoration project performance, and marine mammal hydro-
acoustics. Erin is proficient in collecting and analyzing environmental data; riparian restoration and
wetland mitigation monitoring principles and techniques; analyzing local, state, and federal
environmental code and regulations; and technical writing. Erin has additional experience engaging
students in a suite of environmental curriculums. She currently assists clients through the various
stages of land use planning by conducting environmental code analysis; preparing environmental
assessments, mitigation reports, and biological evaluations; and completing permit applications.

Erin graduated from Western Washington University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Environmental Science with a Marine Ecology focus. She has received formal training through the
WSDOE and Coastal Training Program in conducting forage fish surveys; using the credit-debit
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system for estimating wetland mitigation needs, determining the ordinary high water mark; Puget
Sound coastal processes; conducting eelgrass delineations; using the 2014 wetland rating system; using
field indicators for hydric soils; and administering permits in the shoreline jurisdiction.

Laura Livingston
Staff Environmental Planner
Professional Experience: 1 year

Laura Livingston is a Staff Environmental Planner with a background in water quality monitoring,
invasive species monitoring, wildlife monitoring, wilderness stewardship, and erosion control projects.
Laura has field experience working on natural resources projects, with an emphasis on stream and
river projects, in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southwest United States. She has also worked on a
variety of environmental science research, grant, and teaching projects requiring scientific writing,
science communication, laboratory work, and statistical analysis. She currently performs wetland,
stream, and shoreline delineations and fish and wildlife habitat assessments; conducts environmental
code analysis; and prepares environmental assessment and mitigation reports, biological evaluations,
and permit applications to support clients through the regulatory and planning process.

Laura earned a Master of Science degree in Environmental Science from Washington State University,
Pullman.
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